
Google Search Tips 
By: Mike Smith, Host of the Mike Tech Show podcast at 

http://MikeTechShow.com 
Email: MikeTechShow@gmail.com 

April 20, 2023 
 

Google is the go-to search engine for most people, but did you know that there 
are several ways to refine your searches to get better results? By using Google 
search tips and operators, you can find what you're looking for more quickly and 
easily. Here are some of the most useful Google search tips with examples: 

1. Use quotes to search for an exact phrase If you're looking for a specific 
phrase, put it in quotes to get exact matches. For example, "artificial 
intelligence" will only show results that contain that exact phrase. 

2. Use a hyphen to exclude words If you want to exclude certain words from 
your search results, put a hyphen in front of them. For example, machine 
learning -jobs will exclude results that contain the word "jobs". 

3. Search within a specific website or domain If you want to search for 
something within a specific website, use the "site:" operator followed by 
the website's URL. For example, site:wikipedia.org machine learning will 
only show results from Wikipedia that contain the phrase "machine 
learning". 

4. Search for a specific file type If you're looking for a specific type of file, use 
the "filetype:" operator followed by the file extension. For example, 
machine learning filetype:pdf will only show PDF files related to machine 
learning. 

5. Find websites related to a specific site If you find a website that's relevant 
to your search, you can use the "related:" operator followed by the 
website's URL to find similar websites. For example, related:nytimes.com 
will show you similar news websites. 

6. Search for a specific word or phrase in the title of a web page If you want to 
search for a specific word or phrase in the title of a web page, use the 
"intitle:" operator. For example, intitle:"artificial intelligence" will only 
show results where that phrase appears in the page title. 

7. Search for a specific word or phrase in the URL of a web page or phrase in 
the URL of a web page, use the "inurl:" operator. For example, 
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inurl:"machine learning" will only show results where that phrase appears 
in the URL. 

8. Get a definition of a word or phrase If you want to get a definition of a 
word or phrase, use the "define:" operator. For example, define:neural 
network will show you the definition of "neural network". 

9. Get information about a specific website If you want to get information 
about a specific website, use the "info:" operator followed by the website's 
URL. For example, info:google.com will show you information about 
Google. 

10. View the cached version of a web page If you want to view the cached 
version of a web page, use the "cache:" operator followed by the website's 
URL. For example, cache:wikipedia.org will show you the cached version of 
Wikipedia. 

11. Use an asterisk as a wildcard If you're not sure of a specific word or phrase, 
you can use an asterisk as a wildcard to represent unknown words. For 
example, deep * neural networks will show results that contain any word 
between "deep" and "neural networks". 

12. Use "vs" to compare search terms If you want to compare two search 
terms, use "vs" between them. For example, artificial intelligence vs 
machine learning will show you results that compare and contrast those 
two terms. 

13. Find items between a certain price range. For example, flash drives 
$10..$50 

14. Perform multiple search queries at the same time. For example, “Best 1TB 
HDD OR Best 1TB SSD”. 

15. Get results for multiple keywords. For example, “Best 1TB HDD AND Best 
1TB SSD”. 

16. Find results published before or after a certain date. For example, Tips for 
efficiently working from home after:2021 

17. Find content that links to another site. For example, 
link:miketechshow.com 

18. Use Google's Advanced Search: If you're not sure how to use some of these 
operators, or if you want to use other search filters, you can use Google's 
Advanced Search page to fine-tune your search. You can access this page by 
clicking on "Settings" on the Google homepage, then clicking on "Advanced 
search". 



By using these Google search tips and operators, you can refine your searches and 
get more accurate and relevant results. Whether you're researching a topic, 
looking for specific information, or just browsing the web. 


